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Editor's Note

Hawthorne's first stories were the "Seven Talcs of My
Native Land," which he burned m manuscript after
some unhappy attempts to have them published as a
book. Then came a hundred-odd tales and sketches that
were printed in magazines or annual gift-books between
1830 and 1852. Most of them he gathered hUo three col-
lections: Twice-Told Tales (1837), Moms from an Old
Manse (1846), and The Snow Image (1852), while the
still uncollected work was reprinted posthumously in
Sketches and Studies (1883). These titles und dates
have little to reveal about the stories themselves* Some
of his earlier work appeared in the later volumes and, to
increase the confusion, Twice-Told Tales and the Moms
came out in revised editions that included some of his
last-written shorter pieces. In *e present volume it
seemed better to group the stories, not under the titles
of the books in which they were collected, but rather
by their underlying themes,

One of the "most important themes is Hawthorne's
conscious effort to create a New England legend, just as
Irving had been working on a Knickerbocker legend and
Sir Walter Scott had made his own country a land of
universal romance. The seven stories in the following
group are chiefly from Hawthorne's lonely years in